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My blog posts are called 
Dobbye’s Day, but I’ll post a 
jumble of  stuff  here. If  you’re 
looking for late-breaking news, 
check my website!

What in the World is a 
CAPYBARA?

CAPYBARAS ARE THE 
WORLD’S LARGEST RODENT! !

!
WHAT’S DOBBYE DOING? 
It is spring in the Pacific Northwest, and 
Dobbye has been swimming and grazing and 
playing in puddles. Even so, he has taken time 
out to tell us a bit about his day. 

Continued on Page 3 !!
WHAT ABOUT WILD CAPYBARAS? 
A few facts about the capybaras roaming free 
throughout South America. 

Continued on Page 7 !! !!
THE ROUS FOUNDATION 
The ROUS Foundation is expanding its 
influence with the Why Weight? program. This 
new fully-funded venture will encourage 
capybara owners to weigh their pets on a 
regular basis. 

Most capybaras come 
from South America, 
but I’m from Texas.  

My parents and 
grandparents were  
born in Arkansas. 

Issue Number One An Exceptional Rodent

You called?

Swimming season is here! Yo, wheelie duck, what’s up?

	 A Stacy’s Funny Farm Publication
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STINKY THE CAPYBARA FROM SLOVENIA 
Stinky the capybara lives at Ljubljana Zoo  
and has a very devoted keeper named 
Simon. Stinky can do so many tricks that 
Simon expanded his repertoire to include 
many agility activities such as walking over 
a teeter-totter! Other than the fancy tricks, 
he is a lot like Dobbye: he doesn’t like snow! 
Stinky the Capybara video !
ZOO HAPPENINGS 
Adelaide Zoo had a baby capybara born on 
April 19! There aren’t many capybaras in 
Australia, so this is a Big Deal. The trio of  
adult capybaras have a very nice enclosure 
with a swimming pool and lots of  grass! 
The palm trees, bananas, and bamboo 
clumps make it look more like a native 
habitat than most zoos. !
Chiba Zoo, in Japan, has had 5 babies!  
One baby capybara not cute enough for 
you? The Japanese zoos have had great 
success with their breeding programs. 

Finally, another great video featuring the 
capybara exhibit at Saitama Children’s 
Zoo, Japan! Saitama Children's Zoo video 

JULIE AUSTIN, PHOTOGRAPHER 
A professional pet photographer came out 
to photograph Dobbye!  
http://jaustinphotography.com/ 

Capybaras are 
always in the news. 
That’s because they 

are in the news 
HERE! These 

capybara-related 
news items are 

worth noting. To 
keep totally current 

about capybaras, 
subscribe to  
Dobbye the 
Capybara’s  

blog at  
petcapybara.com

Capybaras are vegetarians. We eat grass, foliage, fruit and bark. I eat corn and potatoes, too.

DOBBYE’S DIARY  PAGE                                                                                                      2

!
http://petcapybara.com/  |  https://www.youtube.com/user/hippopotatomus  |  https://www.facebook.com/dobbywinnick 

http://petcapybara.com
http://youtu.be/LUjrYOYk5nA?t=15m38s
http://en.rocketnews24.com/2014/04/19/one-baby-capybara-not-cute-enough-for-you-chiba-zoo-has-five/
http://vimeo.com/91486480
http://jaustinphotography.com/
http://petcapybara.com
http://petcapybara.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/hippopotatomus
https://www.facebook.com/dobbywinnick
http://youtu.be/LUjrYOYk5nA?t=15m38s
http://en.rocketnews24.com/2014/04/19/one-baby-capybara-not-cute-enough-for-you-chiba-zoo-has-five/
http://vimeo.com/91486480
http://jaustinphotography.com/


Dick is the only person in the house 
who isn't lazy, so I'm especially glad he 
is the one who lets me out of  my night 
pen and makes my morning milk! 
Stacy will only emerge from her night 
pen when her coffee is ready, and after 
she drinks some, she remembers that I 
am waiting VERY PATIENTLY for my 
potatoes. I eat chunks of  about seven 
different kinds of  potatoes: russets, 
Yukon Gold, little Irish red, yellow and 
orange sweet potatoes, Japanese and 
purple yams, and sometimes there are 
even little purple potatoes! I like to 
picture wild capybaras digging for their 
potatoes, always on the watch for angry 
farmers. I eat the tiny bit of  oats Dick 
gives me, carefully eating around the 
horse food that is mixed in the bowl 
with it. The best part is the corn on the 
cob. I usually eat it outside, but lately a 
mommy squirrel has been stealing it 
and dragging it up her tree, so now my 
messy morning corn eating is done in 
the kitchen.  !
One of  my most important morning  
jobs is feeding the chickens. The funny 
thing is, their special treats are almost 
identical to my leftovers, maybe with 

some carrot peels and French fries 
th rown in ! I per fo r m the 
important task of  Food Tasting to 
make sure it is safe for the 
chickens to eat. The geese and 
ducks share a head of  romaine 
lettuce, and I taste that, too. Two 
tomcats live in the aviary now, for 
some reason, but it isn't my job to 
taste their food. The chickens do 
that. I think I should be testing the 
dove seeds but I never manage to be 
near their pen when Stacy sneaks in 
their door! I think she is smarter than 
she looks. !
All that tasting is such hard work. Now 
it's time for a nap on my kitchen bed! It 
sounds easy, but the inside flock sings, 
chatters, and screeches. Sometimes I 
can even hear wild guinea pigs in the 
distance, wheeking and squealing. 
There must be hundreds of  them! 
When the racket becomes unbearable, 
I return to my outdoor bed. The maid 
service here is pretty good, so the place 
is cleaned up, and my blankets are 
straightened out. My bed and bedroom 
are heated and it is very cozy for a mid- 
morning nap. 

I made this newsletter 
so that you can read it 
online or print it out 
and have your own 
paper copy to show 

your friends. You can 
even print it out, fold 

it, stamp it and 
SNAIL MAIL it to 
your friends! If  you 

like this newsletter, let 
me know! And if  you 
want to see MORE 
newsletters, tell me 

what you want me to 
write about next! 

hippoPOTATOmus@
gmail.com 

What’s Dobbye Doing?

Prince Dobalob (AKA Dobbye) is a capybara living in luxury in the Pacific Northwest.  He has his own 
bathroom, a flock of  poultry, a repertoire of  fancy tricks, and fans all over the world. Dobbye eats grass , 
bamboo, hay, corn on the cob, a variety of  potatoes and yams, lettuce, apples, oats, and pelleted grain 
made for old horses! His Highness also requires a fresh bowl of  milk, twice daily, prepared using a Super 
Special recipe for Big Boys. The Dobster answers questions, creates games and activities, shares 
knowledge, spreads rumors, and generally stirs things up. Today, he's going to tell you about an everyday 
ordinary day, his very favorite kind of  day. His day begins in the back yard, ends in the front.

Here I am helping to feed the chickens.  
Where are they?
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What’s Dobbye Doing? continued
There is a lot of  activity in the 
kitchen at noon, but the most 
important event is my lunchtime 
corn-on-the-cob! It's hard for anyone 
to forget about my corn, because I 
walk in the kitchen door at 11:59. 
The door has announcement bells 
attached, so if  nobody is standing 
there with my corn, I just go in and 
out of  the door until someone 
comes! It's a pretty good system. !

!!
Norman the goose is in charge of  
the next alert: he starts honking at 
3:00. That's when Stacy comes out 
to play and the rain starts! All of  the 
geese, ducks, and chickens come 
roaring out of  the aviary gate, the 
rabbits bounce down their palace 
steps, and the crows and squirrels 
move in for treat time! We get bird 
seed, cracked corn, and lettuce. 
Sometimes there are peas for the 
ducks and always peanuts for the 
crows and squirrels. Even the cats 
come out, but our squirrels are too 

fast for fat tomcats, even in squirrel 
low-gear. The cats are only out for a 
few minutes, though, because they 
get fancy cans of  food for an 
afternoon treat and run right back 
to the cat palace. That's when we go 
to the front yard! !
We have a secret passageway to the 
front yard where everything 
important is stored. Like my hay 
and my harness. This is where I 
make my big decision: do I really 
want to go out there? Or have the 
breezes brought the scent of  diesel 
or coyotes? Are there any little girls 
squealing out there? I can sit with 
my back to the gate to say no. Or I 
can touch my nose to the gate and 
put my harness on to say yes! And 
w e ' r e o f f  a n d r u n n i n g ! 
DANDELIONS BEWARE! 

Actually, it is the corn-on-the-cob 
that is at risk. It is my trick treat! My 
tricks are so dumb and so easy that 
sometimes I race through them all 
before Stacy tells me to do them! It 
seems like an efficient way to 
perform, but somehow we end up 
going through them them all over 
again. She is obsessed with her 
tennis-ball-on-a-stick and bonks my 
nose with it between each trick, so 
the whole thing is a complete waste 
of  time. Except that each nose bonk 
signals a bite of  corn! I have to 
Come Here (bonk), Give a Little 
Kiss (bonk), Sit (bonk), Turn Around 
(bonk), Stand Up (bonk- this time 
the stick is practically half  way to the 
moon!), Lie down (bonk), Roll Over 
(bonk- I get away with just flopping 
over on my side), and Wave Bye-Bye 
(last bonk.) Lately we've been doing 
some extra Touch Your Nose (bonk!) 
and I'm pretty sure she is working up 
to something because nothing 
around here is that easy for long! !

Sharing some cracked corn with my friends 

My ragtag herd in the back yard
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What’s Dobbye Doing? continued

Stacy would probably tell you that I 
spend all afternoon grazing in the 
front yard, but it seems like five 
minutes to me! I eat my bamboo 
hedge in the winter, but the rest of  
the year there is lots of  grass, ferns, 
and even tiny little fancy plants with 
tags on them! There are delicious 
potted plants by the front door, and a 
little greenhouse just full of  tasty 
stuff ! I have a glorious and slightly 

stinky mud puddle to roll in. My 
crows and squirrels come out front to 
visit me . . . Or maybe it is my corn 
they are looking for? And then, well, 
this is kind of  embarrassing, but I will 
not poop in the front yard! I very 
carefully poop in the back yard before 
we walk to the front, but nature calls, 
even in the front yard! Then I go get 
Stacy and tell her it's time to head 
back “home!"

This is what I’m doing. Nothing. 

ANACONDA 
BARK 
BRAZIL 
CAIMAN 
CAPYBARA 
DIVE 
FOLIAGE 
FRUIT 
GRASS 

!
HYDROCHOERUS 
JAGUAR 
MORRILLO 
RAINFOREST 
RODENT 
ROUS 
SWIM 
WEBBED

SEARCH FOR CAPYBARA WORDS!

what my great-grandpa in Brazil 
might have looked like!

CAPYBARA WORD LIST:
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The ROUS Foundation provides 
funds for select veterinary 
expenses associated with the care 
of  captive capybaras with services 
p r ov i d e d by Te x a s A & M 
University College of  Veterinary 
Medicine. The goal of  the ROUS 
Foundation is to improve the 
quality and duration of  life of  
captive capybaras kept as pets, in 
small zoos, or in major zoological 
parks. A first objective of  the 
Foundation is to learn the life 

expectancy of  captive capybaras 
and why they die early so often. 
The Foundation supplies funds to 
cover the costs of  capybara 
necropsies done at Texas A&M 
University College of  Veterinary 
Medicine (TAMU), including the 
cost of  shipping the deceased 
animal from within the United 
States and Canada. 
Tax deductible donations may be 
donated through Texas A&M 
University: 

ROUS Foundation at Texas 
A&M University 

The Common Capybara is indigenous 
to South America, primarily Brazil. 
Their range also extends west to the 
Andes and south to Uruguay and into 
Northern Argentina, in fact, every 

country but Chile. The Lesser 
Capybara, Hydrochoerus isthmius inhabits 
eas ter n Panama, northwes ter n 
Colombia and western Venezuela. 

In the caviidae (cav-ee-ih-day) 
family, they are related to guinea pigs. 
They are the largest rodent on planet 
earth, followed distantly by beavers, 
porcupines, and maras. The Common 
Capybara is a species of  least concern, 
b u t t h e L e s s e r C a p y b a r a i s 
endangered. 

They are semi-aquatic and their 
partially webbed feet come in handy  
for slogging through their soggy 
environment. Primarily a grazing 
animal, the herds live near bodies of  

water where they swim, mate, and hide 
underwater. They will dive into the 
water from river banks to escape 
jaguars, puma, and ocelots, but the 
water can hold other dangers such as 
anacondas and caiman. Babies are 
small enough to be taken by Harpy 
Eagles. 

Weighing over 100 pounds, 
capybaras eat lots of  grass, foliage and 
bark, aquatic plants, and fruit. 
Capybaras live in groups ranging from 
extended family groups to large herds. 
Dominant males occupy the center of  
the herd with the females and young. 
Subord inate ma le s pat ro l the 
periphery.

What about Wild Capybaras? 
HYDROCHOERUS HYDROCHAERIS

THE ROUS FOUNDATION
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One of  the big challenges of  keeping 
an exotic pet like a capybara is knowing 
when they are sick. In the wild, even 
minor illnesses or injuries frequently 
mean death. Sick capybaras may be 
pushed from the band to prevent the 
spread of  disease or as an attempt to 
reduce the attention of  predators. So 
sick or injured capybaras try hard to 
disguise their weakness. !

That strategy works great in the 
wild but it’s not so great in captivity. It 
means that our pets don’t let us know 
when they need veterinary attention. 
Often there is no obvious sign of  illness 
until it is too late to do anything to 
help. One thing captive capybaras 
cannot hide from us is their weight. If  
we have the means and the dedication 
to weigh our captive capys periodically, 
we should be able to notice a drop in 

weight signaling a potential cause for 
concern. !

Another question people often ask 
is what should my capy weigh? There is 
little information available on this even 
for capybaras in the wild and almost 
nothing for captive capybaras. How is 
an owner to know if  their young 
capybara is growing at a normal rate 
without the proper data? !

For these reasons, The ROUS 
Foundation has launched a new project 
called Why Weight? !

Why Weight? provides scales to 
keepers and owners to help them track 
the weight of  their capybaras. The 
scales are cordless (capybara teeth are 
very hard on cords), easy to convince a 
capy to stand on, and can weigh the 

smallest to the largest capybaras.  The 
scales are free but a recipient is 
required to periodically report the age, 
sex, weight of  their capybaras to the 
ROUS Foundation. This information 
will be shared with the community 
through this web site. The name of  the 
owner/organization can be either 
public or private and the animals can 
either be identified by name or by ID 
code. !

P l e a s e c o n t a c t t h e RO U S 
F o u n d a t i o n a t 
rousfoundation@gmail.com if  you are 
interested in participating. !!

Reprinted with permission from 
the Rous Foundat ion . h t tp ://
rousfoundation.com/2014/04/new-
project-why-weight/

	 	 	 	 	 The ROUS Foundation 
THE ROUS FOUNDATION HAS LAUNCHED A NEW PROJECT CALLED WHY WEIGHT? 

Not as easy as it looks . . . rousfoundation.com
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MAIL TO: !
(your friend’s address here) 

Type to enter text

An Exceptional Rodent

Dobbye’s Throne Room: A fitting repository for the many 
masterpieces he creates during the day.

DOBBYE’S DIARY

April 2014 Issue Number One

Dobbye was born 
February 14, 2009 in 
Texas and currently 
lives in the Pacific 

Northwest. 
His herd includes 

geese, ducks, rabbits, 
and tomcats. He also 
tolerates guinea pigs, 

squirrels, and an 
assortment of  rescued 

cage birds. 
You can read about 

Dobbye at 
petcapybara.com

http://petcapybara.com
http://petcapybara.com

